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A court restored the death sentences of three former members of a paramilitary civilian defense
patrol (Patrulla de Autodefensa Civil, PAC) in connection with the 1982 massacre of Mayan villagers
in the community of Rio Negro, Baja Verapaz department, north of Guatemala City.
In the first trial, in November 1998, former PAC members Fermin Lajuj Xitumul, Pedro Gonzalez
Gomez, and Carlos Chen were convicted of killing three women during a massacre that took the
lives of 177 people including 107 children (see NotiCen, 1998-12-10).
In February 1999, an appeals court in Coban overturned the death sentences because of
"inconsistencies" in the trial and ordered a new trial (see NotiCen, 1999-03-25). The second trial
was held in Salama, Baja Verapaz department, 20 km north of the capital. On Oct. 8, Judge Carlos
Sosa again imposed the death sentence on all three defendants. Indigenous and human rights
organizations expressed satisfaction with the sentences.
Frank LaRue, director of the Centro de Accion Legal para los Derechos Humanos (CALDH), called
it a triumph for those villagers who were affected and for the Guatemalan justice system. He said
the CALDH would continue gathering information relating to the massacre for evidence against the
other former PAC members who took part. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 02/26/99; Associated
Press, Notimex, 10/08/99)
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